RELIGIOUS PROSE

JOHN BUNYAN (1628-88)

Bunyan pub. forty-three books during his lifetime) and several
others by him were pub. posthumously. The greater part of this
great body of writings is now forgotten. It consists of sermons and
treatises on Puritan theology. The sermon pub. in 1658 called
A Few Sighs from Hell, or the Groans of a Damned Soul> one of his ear-
liest works, contains the famous reference to Bunyan's reading
before his conversion, a ballad, a newsbook, George on Horseback,
or Bevis of Southampton. The earliest of his really important writings
is the great autobiography Grace Abounding to the Chief Sinners
(1666). It has often been rptd. There are modern edd. (with
The Pilgrim's Progress) by Venables and Peacock (O.U.P.) and by
J. Brown (G.U.P.). The first part of The Pilgrim's Progress from this
World to That which is to Come appeared in 1678 and went through
twelve edd. by 1689. ^ has been rptd. very often, and there are
many trs., abridgements and adaptations. Modern edd. include a
facs. in Noel Douglas Replicas, theedd. by the O.U.P., and C.U.P.
with Grace Abounding mentioned above and the very scholarly
ed, by J. Wharey (O.U.P., 1928), which is the standard modern
ed. of both parts. In 1680 Bunyan pub. The Life and Death of
Mr. Badman (modern edd. by J. Brown, G.U.P. and B. Dobree,
W.C.), and in 1682 The Holy War., his most elaborate allegory
(modern ed. by J. Brown, C.U.P.). The second part of the-
Pilgrim's Progress appeared in 1684 (modem ed. by J. Wharey,
op. cit).

The first attempt at a collected Bunyan was that of Charles Doe
who pub, the first vol. of his ed. in 1692, but never completed it.
EnL edd. of Doe's vol appeared in 1736-7 and 1767-8. The best
modern edd. are those of G. Offor (3 vols., 1853 and 1862).
Another by H. Stebbing appeared in 1859. There are a number
of edd. of two or more works including 2 vols. in Ev. Lib. and
G. B. Harrison's ed. of The Pilgrim's Progress and Mr, Badman
for the Nonesuch Press, 1928. A modern complete ed. is needed.

Criticism and Biography.

Though Bunyan's work was admired by Swift, Johnson and
Cowper, it was considered to be outside the pale of literature till
the nineteenth century. The acceptance of Bunyan as a classic
dates from Southey's'ed. of The Pilgrim's Progress (1831) and
Macaulay's Essay on Bunyan, which appeared as a review of it.
The standard modern Life is by J. Brown, John Bunyan his Life and
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